
 

 
 

Report to: Council, 29th March 2022 
 

Report of: Councillor Mrs Lucy Hodgson – Heritage Champion 
 

 
Subject:  REPORT OF HERITAGE CHAMPION 

 
1. Background 
 

1.1 “Member Champions” are elected members of the Council appointed to act as 
advocates or spokespeople for particular themes or particular communities which 

should be of interest to the Council in delivering its functions. 
 

1.2 About three-quarters of all local authorities have a Heritage Champion, responsible 
for promoting the role of the historic environment within its administrative area. I 
was first appointed to this role for Worcester City Council in 2015. 

 
1.3 In order to raise awareness of the historic environment’s importance and potential 

across all of the local authority’s functions, it is important to be able to express its 
values and its potential role in achieving the wider objectives of the authority.  

 

1.4 The role of heritage in the city is formally recognised in the City Plan. The Heritage 
Champion is expected to make the case for the historic environment and to 

demonstrate the opportunities for heritage to play an increasingly more important 
role in the objectives of the City Council.  

 

2. Information 
 

2.1 Worcester is one of England's leading historic cities and has a rich heritage of historic 
buildings and archaeological remains. The city site has been occupied since 
prehistoric times and the town was an important Roman industrial centre. The 

medieval city was surrounded by stone walls and had a dozen churches as well as 
the magnificent cathedral.  

 
2.2 The historic core has one of the largest concentrations of listed buildings in the 

country (there are over one thousand listed buildings in Worcester) and is one of 

nineteen designated conservation areas in Worcester. The city centre and its 
medieval suburbs include many timber-framed and Georgian brick buildings. Other 

conservation areas cover Regency suburban developments, historic villages and 
hamlets, the river meadows and the Worcester and Birmingham Canal. 

 

2.3 There are a number of Scheduled Monuments within the city boundaries which 
include the city walls as well as moated sites including at Middle Battenhall Farm and 

earthworks such as at Tamar Close dating from the Civil War. The sites of the first 
and last Battles of the Civil War in 1642 and 1651 are on the register of historic 
battlefields as well. Gheluvelt Park, a memorial park opened after the First World 

War, has recently been added to the register of historic parks and gardens. 



 

Scheduled monuments, listed buildings, registered parks and gardens, registered 
battlefields and conservation areas are known as designated heritage assets. 

 
2.4 Other heritage assets are undesignated. Some of these are included in the city's 

local list of Heritage Assets. 

 
2.5 Worcester City Council also maintains a 'Heritage at Risk' register which identifies 

those buildings or structures whose condition has given rise to concern. The City 
Council aims to collaborate with owners and funding bodies to identify solutions for 
these assets, including repair and new uses. This always being updated and Edgar 

Tower, recently resorted was taken off it along with the recently restored Ladies 
waiting Room at Shrub Hill Station. It also includes both the Corn Exchange and the 

Scala Theatre both part of the Cultural regeneration of that area of the city. 
 

2.6 There is also a National Heritage at Risk Register and on it is Lowesmoor, St Helen’s 
Church in the High Street and various parts of the City Walls 

 

2.7 Information on Worcester's archaeological remains and historic buildings is held on 
the Worcester Historic Environment Record. This is searchable at Heritage Gateway 

and can also be visited at The Hive. 
 
2.8 Heritage is not just buildings; we have also got Royal Worcester with its unique 

Porcelain museum. Worcester Sauce is known all around the world and is made and 
bottled in the heart of the city. Music plays a great part in the City with the Three 

Choirs Festival every 3 years in the city as well as celebrating Elgar Day each year 
along with the Elgar Festival which has recently been establish. We should not forget 
the River Severn which flows through the heart of city and the recently opened up 

Fish Passes which will allow the Twaite Shad to spawn upriver again after many 
years. Other industries such as Glove making have cease being made in city and the 

museum service is doing a project around the manufacturing of gloves and the 
memories of the people who made them. 

 

2.9 Historic England encourage local authorities to appoint a heritage champion, usually 
an elected member of the council. The role of a heritage champion is to promote all 

aspects of the heritage and historic environment within the council area, including 
through plan-making, development planning, promoting awareness, and liaising with 
and supporting the local authority’s historic environment service. 

 
2.10 Before James Dinn retired and COVID and home working, I used to attend six-

monthly meetings with Officers from the Council and Heritage England where we 
discuss the various Heritage matters in the City as well as any planning issues. 
These including the state of the City Walls, local issues that arose from the local 

Heritage at Risk register including Lowesmoor and also the restoration of the Edgar 
Tower. 

 
2.11 Because of COVID and remote working I have been unable to get any updates 

recently. I have been kept informed of any heritage updates around the SWDPR that 

is ongoing as part of JAP. 
 

2.12 Over the past six months I was able to see the fine restoration that was done on the 
old Covent School and new Mount Battenhall Retirement Village that has opened.  



 

I was especially impressed with the restoration of the Chapel and the social spaces 
that have been developed. Also, I visited the Old Fire Station and saw the plans for 

converting it into luxury flats and recently revisited the siter to see the finished flats.  
 
2.13 Now that remote working is ending, I will be meeting the Corporate Director of 

Planning and Governance at least every three months to catch up on the Heritage in 
the city. This including any planning issues with Heritage within the city. 

 
2.14 I also hope to attend the meetings with Historic England and also get an annual 

update from Officers as to the state of the Heritage at Risk Register both nationally 

and locally and the Worcester Historic Environment Record.  
 

2.15 I will also be holding meetings with the Museum Service to get updates for the 
proposed relocation of the Worcester Solider Museum as well as the proposed 

refurbishment of the Museum and Art Gallery. 
 
2.16 I would like to meet with the Civic Society at least once a year to discuss any issues 

that they have. 
 

2.17 It is an exciting time for this City with both High Street Funding and the Future High 
Street Fund being brought to city. It includes the exciting restoration and 
redevelopment of the Cultural Quarter around Angel Place including the Corn Market 

and the Scala Theatre, the Heritage and Riverside developments which included the 
Commandery and the Museum and Art Gallery and also the regeneration of Shrub 

Hill including the Station. All the PED Committee will be monitoring. 
 
 

 
Name:  Councillor Lucy Hodgson   

Date:  16th March 2022 
 


